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And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptised, and wash away 
thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord.”—Acts XXI: 16. 
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_ DISCOURSE BY ELDER B. H. . 


| _ [concLUDED FROM PAGE 420.] 

THE position of the Catholic Church is that from the days of Jesus 
Christ and His Apostles until now there has been a continuation of divine 
authority in the line of succession to that authority which Christ conferred — 
upon Peter, which gave him power to bind on earth and to have it bound 
in heaven, and to Joose on earth and have it loosed in heaven; that while 
there may have been periods of great wickedness, and here and there a 
corrupt Pope, yet there has been a continuation of all necessary doctrines 
in the Church for the salvation of the people. They believe that these 
conditions have prevailed from the days of Jesus until now—from Peter 
to Pope Leo XIII. 

Protestants, on the other hand, maintain that while the Church of Christ 
was established ; that while Jesus organized His Church, and delivered to 
men His precepts and His commandments, and gave them hope of eternal 
life, yet during the dark ages men corrupted the Gospel, the Popes became 
very, antichrist, sat in the temple of God, usurped powers and authority 
which were contrary to the will of God and His hand-dealings with the 
children of men, and corrupted the Gospel. So that if the Mormon people, 
to use the Utah Presbyterian phrase, unchurch them, the Protestants in 
turn unchurch their Catholic brethren; and if they had not found it 
necessary to so unchurch the followers of the Bishop of Rome, there would 
be no excuse whatever for the existence of the Protestant sects. Their 
position, however, is this: that while the Gospel was corrupted, and its 
divine precepts hidden under the rubbish of human tradition, and Catholic 
Bishops had become antichrist, or his.agents, yet during the period of the. 
reformation i in the sixteenth century such men as Luther, Zwingle, Carol- 
stadt, Calvin and ‘Knox revived the simple — Jesus Christ. But 
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their position is weak as water for the reason that if divine authority was 
lost, if the Gospel of Jesus Christ had become corrupted and taken from 
among men, then the only way under heaven by which there could be a 
restoration of these things was by the re-opening of the heavens, com- 
mitting a new dispensation of the Gospel to the earth, and re-conferring 
divine authority upon some of the children of men by those who held the 
keys and powers thereof in former ages. This became an absolute neces- 
sity ; and if they contend, as they do, that the Gospel of Jesus Christ was 
corrupted and divine authority lost, they themselves must see how illogical - 
is their position when they undertake to say that men by their own wis- 
dom and learning restored that which they had not the power to restore. 

The position of the Latter-day Saints upon this question is this: They 
believe, as fervently as either Catholic or Protestant, that the religion of 
Jesus Christ was founded by Him; that to the Apostles He gave a com- 
mandment to go into all the world to preach the Gospel. But they believe, 
too, with the Protestants, that the time came when through a combination 
of circumstances—through the bitter and relentless persecutions which 
came upon the early Christians, both from the heathens and from the 
Jews, by which persecution, continuing through three long centuries, the 
servants of God were slain, and naught but weak and timorous men were 
left to maintain the truths which God had revealed, and that these men, 
when Christianity came into favor, as it did in the reign of Constantine, 
were easily induced to engraft upon the Gospel of Jesus Christ heathen 
notions of God, and accepted part of the heathen mythology and blended > 
this with fagménts of Christian truth still held by them, until the plain 
and simple Gospel, as delivered to the people by Jesus and the Apostles, 
lost all semblance of its former self. Thus a reign of prosperity and of 
luxury following upon the heels of their persecution swamped them in a 
mixture of truth and error; and through successive trials of this character 
and constantly increasing corruption men who had received divine author- 
ity were withdrawn from the people, and the world was left in darkness. 
We believe that. But we believe that in this dispensation the God of 
heaven, in fulfilment of numerous predictions of Holy Writ, has restored 
both the Gospel in its fulness, and the power and authority to administer 
in its ordinances, and made men witnesses for God in the earth. This 
dispensation of ‘the Gospel is the dispensation of the fulness of times, into 
which will be blended all the former dispensations, even as all streams 
find a unity in the ocean into which, directly or indirectly, they at last 
flow. This is the work committed unto us. This is the work that rests 
upon us to establish in the ane and which shall grow and increase until 
it fills the whole earth. 

Now I want to defend this wie against the charge of its being narrow, 
and those who accept it as being bigots; for with these things are we 
charged, and they stand in the way of our reaching the world, and even 
our friends that are about us. Is this Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ 
that we have received a bigoted religion? For the life of me, I have never 
been able to regard it in that light. On the contrary, I have found more 
liberality, more hope, more gg in it than i in any of the sects or 
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religions that it has been my fortune to examine. You take, for example, 
a statement in the Book of Mormon where the Prophet Alma, in one of 
those moments of ecstasy which came to him by reason of his success in 
the work of the ministry, when his heart was filled with a desire that he 
might with the tongue of an angel proclaim the Gospel to all peoples; and 
while in the very midst of his joy the Spirit of the Lord seemed to reprove 
him, for he says, 

Why should I cere that I was an angel, that I could speak unto all the 
ends of the earth? 

For behold, the Lord doth — unto all nations, of their own nation 
and tongue, to teach his wor in wisdom, all that he seeth fit that 
they should have, therefore we soot hat * Lord doth counsel in wisdom, 
according to that which is just and 


I may challenge all that has ever 3 written by Christian priests, 
however broad and liberal, that will equal in its liberality this single 
passage in the Book of Mormon. I now understand why it was that among 
that great horde of God’s children in Asia a Confucius was raised up to 
teach them, if not a religion, at least a philosophy that should stand in 
very good stead of a religion, containing nearly all the primary virtues of 
morality taught by religion. I can understand now why it was that among 
the people of India a Buddha was raised up to teach them divine precepts, 
which, if not embracing the fulness of the truth, at least contained enough 
to bring them from midnight darkness into twilight of truth. I can 
understand now why it was that among the Arabians, descendants of 
Abraham, a Mahomet was raised up to take the people from worshiping 
images of wood and stone and lead their minds to greater heights, to 
better conceptions of God and His attributes: And so among the nations 
of Europe I can understand why a Luther, a Wesley, a Calvin, and a Knox, 
and all the reformers who have struggled towards the light, were raised 
up. I can see that God has been dealing mercifully with all His children, 
leading them along and giving them that portion of the truth which they 
could receive, and which they would not reject. Isay, here is breadth, here 
is liberality, here is disclosed the wisdom of God, and the fatherhood of God, 
in caring in a wise manner for all His children. Tell me, where is there 
anything narrow or contracted in this? 

Then again, I read in the revelations of God concerning the nations and 
generations of men who have lived on the earth when neither the Gospel 
nor the divine authority to administer it was here, and I am taught that 
where no law is given there the people will be judged without the law, 
according to the mercy and the grace of God. Our choir sometimes sings, 

Seek no crop where ’twas not planted, 
Nor a day where reigns the night. 


We look not for men to be judged by the Gospel of Jesus Christ in those 
generations that have lived not under its precepts and commandments 
But broader grows the view as you approach the subject. If the religion 
of the ‘Latter-day Saints is the narrow, contracted, and bigoted religion 
that it is believed to be, how is it that it teaches that the very heathen | 
shall have part in the. first resurrection? If it i is a narrow and bigoted | 
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religion, supposed to consign those who do not accept its teachings now 72 
endless misery and woe, what is the meaning of these temples erected to 
the name of the Most High God? What means this work in those sacred 
structures, not alone for the living, but for the dead! What means the 
binding together of all the generations of men in the family associations? 
Why, it means that there is a deeper understanding with the Sainte of the 
term “the everlasting Gospel,” than that entertained by the world. It 
means that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is as eternal as He Himself is; that 
the everlasting Gospel walks beside the race of God’s children, that its 
precepts and ordinances by the wisdom of God will forever be made avail- 
able unto His children, and that the actions of men in this finite state will 
not meet with infinite, never ending misery and woe; but when the sons 
and daughters of God, with humble spirit and repentant heart, shall 
stretch out their hand towards God the Father they shall find that His 
hand has always been outstretched to them, and that it was only waiting 
until the heart could be broken, until the spirit could become penitent, 
until obedience could be yielded to the everlasting Gospel, to grasp theirs 
and lead them from darkness to light. This is what Mormonism teaches ; 
is there anything narrow and contracted in such a religion? j 
I observe in one of the declarations of the Presbytery held at Spanish 

Fork, that they set it forth—and I speak of it because they undertake to 
justify their assertion by reference toa publication of mine-—that those 
who do not accept the person and the mission of — rn are here- 
tics and are to become sons of perdition. 

It is scarcely necessary in this congregation for me to say that 1 
ism does not teach any such doctrine as that. I am sure that I have never 
taught it. Indeed, I am rather of the opinion that men cannot be sons of 
perdition until they do receive the Gospel of Jesus Christ, until they them 
sel ves hold part of God's authority in the Holy Priesthood, and that having 
come to the light and to the possession of this power they then do violence 
to it by becoming traitors to God, and by denying the atonement of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and by altogether turning away from the Gospel. Iam 
of the opinion that no man can become subject to the same condenination 
that rests upon Lucifer until he commits the same sin that Lucifer com- 
mitted; then, and then only, can like condemnation fall upon him, and 
that cannot be until he has tasted the good word of God and partaken of 
His power. Therefore, our friends are mistaken when they say that we 
teach that those who do not accept the testimony of Joseph Smith and 
the work that he was the instrument of establishing, become sons of per- 
dition. 

But I am not here to say smooth Aue even to please our friends, and 
would tell them all frankly that by rejecting this message, by closing their 
hearts against it, they come under great condemnation, because, as in the 
days of the Savior, light has come into the world, ‘and because men turn 
away from the light, therefore condemnation rests upon them. But our 
religion teaches us that in the great future men shall be raised from the 
dead, and judgment shall be passed upon them ; that they shall be judged 2 
in that 8e and meroy that is resident in the breast ‘8 God the Father: : 
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to eyery son and to every 1 there shall be awarded that degree 

of glory and of exaltation to which their faith, and devotion, and worthi- 

me éntitle them, and which their intelligence can comprehend and enjoy; 

and. that as the stars in heaven differ one from another in degree of bright- 

ness, 80 in the world to come shall differ in degree of exaltation and great- 

ness, and development, and progress, the reward and blessing that shall be 
afforded to the children of men. 

If there is any taint or stain of bigotry, injustice, or narrowness con- 
nected with these doctrines, for the life of me I cannot comprehend where 
it comes in. But let me scan the theology, the teachings of Protestant and 
Catholic alike, and enquire of them, what becomes of those whom you 
have not converted to the Christian religion? After nineteen centuries of 
favorable opportunity to spread abroad in the world a knowledge of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, you have not yet reached, even up to this year of 
grace 1896, more than about one-fourth of the inhabitants of the earth. 
What of those millions outside the pale of your churches? And what of 
those who have perished without the Gospel through all the centuries of 
the Christian era? What of all the untold millions of the inhabitants of 
America, who, like the leaves upon the trees in the forests, have fallen 
silently, unknown by you, unreached by your missionaries! Is there any- 
thing in your teaching, is there anything in your conception of the plan 
of salvation, that reaches out to these untold millions of God's children the 
hand that has power to save? What is your answer? Come! on this 
question of narrowness a and of being bigoted, where is your breadth! Nay, 
we may ask you, what is your teaching and your doctrine in respect to 
innocent infancy that passes away by the million without the sacrament 
of | your baptism? Are you in any position to talk of bigotry and of 
narrowness when you speak of other religions? 

I do not dwell upon these themes with any degree of anger or unpleas- 
antness. But I would wish that our friends not of our faith could under- 
stand the glory, could understand the height, the depth, and the profound- 
ness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ as revealed through the Prophet Joseph 
Smith. I wish they could be led to comprehend what the future of man 
is as that Gospel teaches it. It seems to me that then the finger would 
be placed upon the lip that would characterize the doctrines of the Lord 
Jesus Christ as believed in _by the Latter-day Saints as a narrow, con- 
tracted religion. 

But, my brethren and sisters, let me say this: If our friends come to 
the conclusion that they cannot fellowship us as Christians; if we cannot 
say to them that they have the fulness of the Gospel and divine authority 
to proclaim it and administer its ordinances; if we must mutually “un- 
church” each other in this way, let. us do so at least in Christian charity 
on our part, and with no malice towards anyone; and if we cannot meet, 
as, perhaps, in strict logio we oannot though, perchance, we would go 

farther than they would in making concessions in this—we acknowl- 
edge that they hold many precious truths within their creeds and their | 
doctrines. When the Gospel was taken from the earth and divine authority 
removed from among men, God was ‘gracious enough to leave behind in 
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the world the written word, which, though fragmentary, yet ‘contains 
precious gems of truth; and that so far as Christian sects embraced those 
truths—nay, and for that matter, so far as so called heathen religions 
embraced the same truths—so much is good that they have. You know 
after the sun sets there is still a twilight left in the heavens; and after 
the twilight passes away in a sea of glory, and the sable mantle of night 
overspreads the sky, Gcd has permitted the stars to shine through, to 
break away absolute darkness, that in this light men may walk with some 
degree of safety. And so when the Gospel of Jesus Christ was taken 
from the earth, fragments of it were left to reflect some of its glow, some 
of its truth, and our Father, in His kindness and goodness, did not leave 
the inhabitants of the earth to total darkness. Some mighty spirits He 
has raised up also, in His providence, to seize these great fragments of 
Christian truth and hold them up as beacon lights unto the people, to 
keep them partly in the way until the sun in the fulness of the everlasting 
Gospel should again shed its golden light over all the earth. He did this 
for the children of men; and our Christian friends that have taken these 
truths and treasured them up in their hearts are to be congratulated, and 
for their fidelity to these fragments of truth how great is our admiration! 
But, as I was going to remark, if we cannot in strict logic, recognize our 
Christian friends as possessing the fulness of truth, let us never forget 
that there is something we can do: we can recognize in each other fellow 

citizens of the same commonwealth, children of the self-same God, all heirs 
to salvation, all entitled to the same political rights and liberties. We 
can be kind neighbors; we can all be good citizens. And if on doctrinal 
points we cannot altogether come to see eye to eye, we can become united 
in upholding a high standard of morality in the community, and can 
protect each other in the enjoyment of all our rights and liberties as citi- 
gens of the same commonwealth. Now that our Utah is clothed fally i in 
the robes of her sovereignty, I hope, for one, to see her become a model 
commonwealth in the great American Union; acknowledging and pre- 
serving to all the people, irrespective of religious creeds and differences of 
opinion, the liberties and immunities that belong to American citizens. 
Here in this land I hope to see realized the dream of one of our early poets, 
who, i in one of our hymns, has said: 

Come, ye Christian sects, and pagan, 
Pope and Protestant and priest; 


Worshipers of God or Dagon, 
Come ye to fair Freedom’s feast. 


Come, ye sons of doubt and wonder, 

Indian, Moslem, Greek, or Jew; 

All your ITE burst asunder; 
Freedom’s banner waves for you. 

I do hope, I say, to see that spirit pervade the hearts of the arte of 
this commonwealth. I do hope to see all fear dismissed from the hearts of 
the Latter-day Saints first of all, that there will be any interference with 
their rights and their liberties as American citizens. The Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, beginning with bringing us liberty, is never intended to end in 


* 
* 
| 
— 
* 
75 
* 
5 . 
* > J 


 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 439 


bondage; and the Latter-day Saints may now take it for granted, and they 
need never permit any doubt to enter their hearts, that their freedom is 
secure. God has intended that His people shall be free; and the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ comes breathing the spirit of freedom unto the people. It 
not only begets the spirit of freedom and the love of it in your own hearts, 
but it enlarges the mind, it exalts the understanding, it purifies the 
thought, and makes those who receive it willing that the rights they ask 
for themselves shall be granted with equal liberality to others. This is 
the spirit of the Gospel. 

My friends and brethren, these are the last times—we live in the dis- 
pensation of the fulness of times. When Paul sorrowfully went from 
branch to branch of the Church, exhorting. the presidents of branches to 
be diligent, laboring in season and out of season, day and night, he was 
overshadowed by the great sorrow that all his work must end in confusion, 
that a black pall of darkness would settle over the world, and men would 
themselves arise to draw away disciples after them and corrupt 
the truth which he delivered unto the Church; yet he labored on in 
_ patience, and sometimes I have wondered how it was that he did not sink 

down under the appalling certainty that the Church of Christ would be 

destroyed and in the temples of God there would sit a power that would 
- exalt itself above all that is called God and lord it over God's heritage. 
I have wondered, I say, that he did not sink down under that awful pre- 
moflition that seemed to haunt him in all his labors. But we live in no 
such day. We live in the last times, when we have the sure word of God 
given to us, that the Aaronic Priesthood shall not again be taken from the 
earth till the sons of Levi offer an offering in righteousness to the Lord; 
when the Melchisedek Priesthood shall not be taken again from the earth 
as it was in the days of Moses. The Lord has chosen His servants. He 
knows their spirits and He knows their fidelity. And there is no time to 
allow these men to corrupt again the Gospel of Jesus Christ, or so far 
abuse the Holy Priesthood that is given to them that they will exercise 
- unrighteous dominion over their fellow servants. That will not be done; 
neither er the Shure be destroyed. nor will darkness again settle over 
the earth. 

I join my young byothör in bearing testimony to this great work . 
to the spirit and power of it. This is a day of rejoicing among the Latter- 
day Saints, if only by faith they will drive away the mists of darkness 
that the Prince of the power of the air seeks to enshroud them in, and 
cling to the truth as God has revealed it. I tell you the sun of happiness 

and peace will arise in your hearts and vou will know that God lives, and 
that this work that He has established i in the earth is the truth. May the 
Lord bless you. Amen. * 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Mr. Harriet Beecher Stowe, author of “Uncle Tom's Cabin,” the well-known story 
of American slavery, died at her home in Hartferd, Connecticut, U. S. A., on July 1, 
1896, in her eighty-fifth year. She was a sister to the late Rev. Henry Ward Beecher. 
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THURSDAY, JULY 9, 1896. 


— 


MORAL COURAGE AND CHARACTER REQUIRED. 


* OnE mark of superiority possessed by the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints is the high grade of moral courage required of its mem- 
bers. Being so unpopular in the world, it seldom attracts any but those 
who have the independence to act upon their convictions of what is right, 
regardless of public opinion. On account of this the great majority of the 
Church is composed of men and women of strong character, and who do 
not hesitate, through fear of the sneers or the ridicule of their acquaint- 
ances and associates, to do what their consciences dictate. _ 
Another mark of superiority in this Church is the high moral siendare 
; required of its members. Unless people truly and sincerely repent of 
their sins, and make a determined effort to overcome them they are not 
considered fit subjects for the ordinance of baptism by which they are 
admitted into the Church. As there is no earthly benefit apparent to 
those who investigate the doctrines of the Latter-day Saints, with a view 
- to embrace them, but very few people are willing to unite with, such an 
unpopular body of worshipers unless they do it through proper motives— 
through a genuine love for the truths of the Gospel. There may be a few, 
who may see some prospect of worldly gain, in uniting with this people. 
They may make pretensions of sincere faith and repentance and thus gain 
admission into the Church: but they only deceive themselves by so doing. 
They cannot hold their standing among the people any great length of 
time and remain in their sins. The self-denying requirements of the 
Gospel are such that a person cannot live up to them unless he nnn 
trying to be a Saint in deed as well as by profession. 
It is the same with those who, after once embracing the e with a 
pure motive, fall into transgression. If they do wrong vilfully and do 
not repent of it they will not be able to retain the faith. Generally their 
out ward actions will show that they are not living aright. Some may 
conceal their wrong doing to a great extent, but the spirit of discernment 
which is in the Church, and hich it is the privilege of those who preside — 
to possess, will reveal to light any iniquity that may be hidden from the 
natural eye. There have been instanc2s. where this was the case. One 
such instance came under the observation of the writer. 
A man who held a standing in the Church.as a member in full fellow- 
ship had wronged another member of the Church in such a way that the 
person wronged could not produce evidence that the one whom he accused 


nen. When the case was heard by the presiding, Church 
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_sethorities.in the place in which the two men lived the lack of evidence 
against the one charged with wrong dealing was very apparent. The 
brother. who was presiding as judge in the matter realized this; at the 
same time he felt impressed by the spirit of discernment within him that 
the accused was really guilty of the offense. So strongly was he thus 
impressed that he arose to his feet and told him of it. The man accused 
‘thereupon admitted that he was guilty, and that he had told falsehoods to 
conceal his wrong doing. It was a severe lesson to him, and one by which 
he profited ; for he learned that which apparently he did not know before : 
that the servants of God, when they have the spirit: of their office and 
calling cannot be deceived. He valued his standing in the Church, and 
as far as it was in his power made restitution for the wrong he had com- 
mitted. 

One great beauty of the true Church of Christ i is that its officers and 
members are guided by inspiration, and are endowed with the spirit of 
discernment. The Church is thereby kept free from wrong doctrine as 
well as from impure practices. The leaders cannot teach incorrect princi- 
hs nor the people indulge in wrong conduct without being deteoted. 

E. F. P. 


A instance wherein the Christ-like night of forgiveness was very 
strikingly manifested .is related in the New York papers. On June 15 
last a desperate fellow entered the New Amsterdam Bank, situated on 
the corner of Thirty-ninth Street, New York, and demanded six thousand 
dollars of the president of the institution, Mr. George H. Wyckoff. The 
villain was armed, and threatened to shoot if his request was not granted. 
The bank president arose from his chair remarking that he could not 
comply with the demand, whereupon the man shot him. Realizing the 
rashness of his act, the would-be robber and assassin shot himself twice in 
the attempt to commit suicide. Both men were pronounced mortally 
wounded, and were placed side by side on the same ambulance to be con- 
veyed to the hospital. While on their way Mr. Wyckoff turned to his 
assailant and said in a kindly voice, “What did you want to do this kor! 
I never did anything to you. May God forgive you, that’s all I can say.” 
Such an expression of forgiveness extended to a deadly enemy is very 
of record enone the noblest traits of human kind. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Present THomas Barzzy of the Nottingham Conference, writing under 
date of July 2; 1896, gives the following account of a disturbance at one of 
the out-door meetings held in that conference :— 

Last Sunday night the brethren. had a very rough time in an open · air 
meeting. , One of the. worst that have been experienced since Jarman’s 
appearance. One local preacher by the name of Glover has been opposipg 
us wherever we went, and on Sunday night he was assisted by several 
other preachers and two or three hundred of their followers. Many of 
the Sainte were in attendance at the meeting and the sisters, were, time 
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and dint again insulted by some of these professed Christians. ‘The 
brethren finally succeeded in closing the meeting, but not before some of 
their hats were knocked off and they received a few blows on the head. 
They tried to make their way home but were unable to do so on account of 
the immensity of the crowd that would strike them as they were making 
their way to some officers. The police told the brethren to go through a 
narrow alley and they would keep the crowd back, but many of the mob 
ran around and were awaiting the arrival of the brethren at the other 
end. They decided the best thing for them to do was to go to the Police 
Station and ask for protection, which they did, and were freed from their 
persecutors. Iam going to see the officers trend and see if we > cannot 
bave protection. 

Later in the evening Brother Bailey writes: We called at the Police | 
Headquarters this afternoon, but we did not get to see the head man, but 
his assistant said he would advise us not to hold a meeting to-night but 
said for us to call in the morning and we could see the man in charge. 
We did not hold a meeting this evening, but there was a large crowd 
assembled at our old stand, and finding that we did not come they made 
their way to our office and began shouting for us to come out. We paid 
no attention to them until they began pounding at our door and win- 
dow. Some of the brethren went out through the back-door to get a 
policeman. I stepped to the door and asked them what they wanted. 
They began to abuse me, but about this time the officer came and we 
asked him if we could not have protection. He said we could, and he 
proceeded to disperse the crowd. A bill which reads as follows was handed 
to me: “Anti-Mormon Meetings! An open-air meeting will be held in 
Sabina Street, next Sunday afternoon, July 5, at 3 o'clock, to protest 
against the girls of the town and district being sent thousands of miles 
away from home by Mormon Missionaries.—Parents take care of your 
daughters, brothers protect] your sisters. Come and join us and drive 
these Mormon fiends from our midst. May heaven bless our righteous 
work.“ We have held meetings every Thursday and Sunday night in set 
places but the mobocrats have got so bad that we can hold no more without 
protection, and I am afraid the officers cannot protect us every time we 
want to goout. I have been told that they will petition the landlord to 
have us moved from our present quarters, but we cannot tell what will be 
the outcome. We have done nothing to bring this trouble on, except 
preaching the Gospel of Christ in the street. 


PRESIDENT DIAZ AND THE MORMONS. 


THE recent action of President Dias, chief magistrate of the 6 of 
‘Mexico, in expressing his personal thanks to the Mormon people for the 
excellent manner in which they have colonized in Mexico and for their 
industry and good example generally, will be highly appreciated, not only 
by the colonists referred to, but by the Mormon people here and elsewhere. 
Recently the Mormon colonists made an exhibit at the Coyocan exposition ; 
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and in connection therewith the attention of the Mexican; president was 
called to the actual progress made in agriculture and manufacture, and 
in the surroundings of the people. Upon beholding the evidences of what 
the Mormons were doing, President Diaz expressed his pleasure, remarking 
that the work was more like that of thrift and energy for fifty years than 
of a few years of arduous toil since the colonization first began; and to 
show his appreciation of what was being done, he directed one of his 
cabinet ministers to convey his thanks to the colonists. 
_ This official recognition by the Mexican president of what the Mormons 
are doing in his nation comes not only as a present encouragement to 
those whose action called it forth, to inspire them to press forward in their 
labors, but its influence will be felt among the Mexicans themselves, to 
cultivate the acquaintance of the Mormons and profit by their example. 
The Saints who colonized into Mexico have had many grave difficulties to 
encounter. They found many natural advantages in the locations occupied, 
but they were not fully acquainted with the methods of operation neces- 
sary, hence had to overcome obstacles that to many seemed insurmount- 
able. The seasons for some years were not altogether favorable, and it 
took courage, perseverance, determination, and endurance of a high order 
to keep at the work. But they did keep at it, until they achieved triumph, 
and now are building up some of the most prosperous towns in the nation. 
These fruits of Mormon industry are the direct result of their religious 
system. Aside from that, the Mormon colonists in Mexico or settlers in 
Utah had no advantage in application and energy over other people who 
did not meet with the success which had attended their persistent and 
intelligent labors. The Mormon religion gave them the spirit of union, it 
brought them their unfaltering faith, it revealed by the voice of prophecy 
that knowledge of future success which wes the source of their undying 
hope, and which kept them at their task. No one familiar with the facts 
can dispute that they had the revelations of the Almighty with them; 
that in the hours of deepest distress and greatest discouragement, the 
voice of counsel was guiding them to safety and triumph. In these revel- 
ations, these counsels, God acknowledged the leaders of the Mormon 
people as His servants and the Saints as His people; ; for it was through 
those inspired leaders that the work has been and is being accomplished— 
that the Mormons saw light and had hope where else all was darkness and 
- despair: Systems as well as men are known by their fruits; and the fruit 
of the Mormon religion is shown in the experience of its humble, devoted 
_ adherents, by the work of redemption and salvation it is working out in 
them individually and in those portions of earth which they occupy. Their 
religion teaches them to be good citizens, and because of its workings, 
Mexico and the United States and every country where the Mormon people 
are, should have no better citizens than they; nay more, their heaven- 
given genius of redeeming the earth from its barrenness to the production 
of that which sustains and blesses, also reaches to the redemption from 
darkness and uncertainty of their fellow beings who heed their example. 
The Mormons, now receive much credit for their industry and thrift, and 
’ deservedly so. May they never fail to remember the Source whence came 


. 
) 
* 
. 


touched at this unknown and auppogedly deserted isle was, qa pris 


444 LATTER-DAY, SAINTS’. 


their virtue in this respect, or the channel — it is commun 
gated to their whole religious body, and give praise, therefor, that thro 
their example in time to come men will behold, their, good deeds and 
glorify their Father in heaven, whence the Mormon people n a 
makes them worthy of commendation !—Deseret News. 


— 


AN ISLAND OF PEACE. 


In the Pacific, mid way between New 1 New Caledonia, there 
is an island whose history is curious enough. It is Norfolk Island, dis- 
covered in 1776 by the celebrated navigator Cook. Its coasts are nearly 
inaccessible; cliffs prevent landing on all sides, except at two points, on 
the north and the south respectively, which permit of access and which 
are so utilised by vessels. The soil, which is of a dark tint, is very fertile; 
it produces nearly all the tropical plants as well as those of temperate 
countries. Besides coffee, bananas, sugar-cane, leguminous vegetables of 
all kinds, oranges, lemons, and citrons, the grape, apples, etc., flourish 
there marvellously. As for the flora peculiar to the island, it is necessary 
only to mention the famous Norfolk Island pine. We have said that the 
history of the island is very curious. In the beginning, Norfolk received 
from Sydney, its sister colony, A population of convicts; then abandoned 
and again re-occupied, it became in 1826 a place for the transportation of 
condemned habitual criminals. Terrible and bloody scenes were enacted 
there, but at the suppression of transportation to the Australian colonies 
the island was again abandoned. Now there was at this date in the game 
Pacific Ocean another island whose inhabitants asked nothing better than 
to be removed; these islanders were the descendants of the mutinous crew — 
of the English ship Bounty, whose history, too long to tell here, and, 
besides, well known doubtless to the reader, forms one of the most dram- 
atio episodes of the maritime annals of the eighteenth century. The 
mutineers of the Bounty, after taking wives at Tahiti, settled on Pitcairn 
Island, not less inaccessible than Norfolk; they were leading there a life 
unknown to the rest of the world with which they had broken off all 
relations, when, long years after, an. English ship having by chance 


ind there human beings, compatriots. av 
The origin of this population was not such as to recommend it, but long 
years had flown, and the past was forgotten; everybody in, England 
showed the deepest interest in these new Robinson Orusoss when their 
history became known. With time the islanders had multiplied. and found 
their island of Pitcairn too small for them. They asked that England 
should cede to them the abandoned Norfolk Island, with all its buildings, 
penitentiary and agricultural. We see, then, the islanders b 4 g up 
their homes to go and settle in a place nearly 3,000 miles away, where 
they debarked on June 8, 1836, to.the number of 199 persons of both, sexes. 
‘These 199 are to-day 832, living by the whale-fishery and by. agricultu: 
under a government. that is sim plicity itself.. The island i is under | 
_ jurisdiction of the Governor of New South Wales; it is administered 
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three functionaries, of whom the principal or “chief magistrate” receives 
$125 yearly salary; the chief postmaster has $40, and the register of land 
$25. . Perhaps these salaries may seem small, but it must be added that 
there is no public revenue, since there are no duties. The sole tax consists 
of obligatory labor, to which all the male inhabitants from eighteen to 
sixty years of age are subject, and which represents four days of work 
between January and June, chiefly in road repairing. The laws, which 
are few in number and as simple as the political and administrative organi- 
sation of the island, do not fill more than two sheets of paper. Police 
would be needless; as nobody commits any crimes, there are no prisons. 
The climate being very healthful, sickness is unknown; nevertheless there 
is, as a precaution, one physician who, like the chaplain, is an official 
agent; both of them are paid from a fund administered by the governor of 


New South Wales. 


SOME MIRACLES. 


WHILE traveling as a humble missionary, in company with Elder H- 
of Cache County, in the Northern States, in 1890, the following Fron 
given to the apostles by the Savior were brought very forcibly to my 
mind: “And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. And these signs shall 
follow them that believe: In my name shall they cast out devils; they 
shall speak with new tongues; they shall take up serpents; and if they 
drink any deadly. thing it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the 
sick, and they shall recover. * * And they went forth, and 
preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 
word with signs following.” (Mark xvi: 15-18, 20.) 

On Monday, May 12, we left Brother Samuel Ashcroft’s, where we had 
spent the night, to pies a visit to Lawrence C where we had 
previously held meetings, and where Elder H had been threatened 
with violence some time before. It was here that a mob had attempted to 
take him out, and one of our friends had received an ugly cut with a 

nife on the shoulder, which fortunately did no other damage than to cut 
the clothing to the skin. , 

During. the interval of the mobbing and the visit of which I speak a 
great change had come over the people, and we had friends on every hand. 
There were but few homes i in the neighborhood that would not bid us 
welcome. 

Wearrived in the afternoon, intending to stop the night with a Mr. Deck- 
ard; but his family was down with the measles, and we went about a mile 
turtles to Roy McFadder’s. On entering this house, his wife seemed over- 
joyed to see us. She had a small baby which was covered with boils, _ 
many of which were nearly as large as half an egg. The little one had 
been in this condition for a number of days. Mrs. Me Fadder was not a 
member of the Church, but she told us she had been praying for a week 
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for the Lord to send the Mormon Elders. She had told her . ahe 
knew if those Mormon Elders would only step across her threshold her 
child would be healed. We stayed that night, left our blessing with them 
and returned after two days to find the child playing in the yard, fully 
recovered, with scarcely a sign of its great affliction. We felt to say, | 
“Thy faith had healed thy child.” : 
During the two days we were absent, we stopped at Mr. Corder’s four . 

miles distant. Mr. Corder’s daughter's infant was dangerously sick with a 
fever, and the father of the child was making preparations to go for the : 

doctor. Seeing the condition of things, we thought it wisdom to go to a 
neighbor’s to spend the night, and made mention of our feelings. The 
mother of the child would not hear of it, and plead with us not to leave 
her with the sick child. We retired to the woods and asked the Lord 
to restore the child to health, for we felt they were a family worthy of our 
blessing, as we had shared their hospitality many times. We returned to 
the house and the mother exclaimed, “What have you done for my child?” 
She called our attention to the great change for the better. The father 
seeing the change, did not go for the doctor. The child had a peaceful 
night’s rest and was fully recovered by morning. 

These miraculous healings spread like wildfire, and the word went forth 
that the Mormons were healing the people everywhere. By request we 
called at John Smith’s, the man at whose house Elder H——— was staying 
when the mob attempted violence. His daughter, a young girl of about 
sixteen years, was sorely afflicted with an evil spirit, and had been in con- 
vulsions for a number of days. It required the strength of several men to 
keep her in bed. Mr. Smith asked if we could do anything for the girl. 
Elder H asked me what I thought of it. I remarked that there was 
something that needed rebuking; this feeling seemed mutual between us. 
We placed our hands on her head and commanded the power which had 
. possession of her in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. But it 
had no sooner left the girl than it seized hold of us, seeming to clutch us 
by the breast and throat. For a time it seemed that it would overcome 
us. We retired again to the woods, and there we labored with the fiend, g 
and it was several hours before we were fully relieved of it. 2 

The following day we were sent for by a gentleman who had been sick 
for some time with rheumatism. He desired us to administer to him. We 
asked if he had faith to be healed. He replied that he did not know 
whether he had or not. 8 

I then asked him if he believed that if the same power and priesthood | 
that were on the earth in the days of the Savior and His Apostles were 
restored again, would the same blessings follow those who believed. 3 

He replied he certainly did. 

We told him that we held the same priesthood, and it had been conferred 
on us by those holding authority from God to administer in all the ordin- 
ances of the Gospel and if he desired we would administer to him. 880 

After kneeling and praying in turn, we laid our hands on him and = 
rebuked the disease in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. The following 
day he was able to be out in the garden, and four weeks later I met him 
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with his dinner bucket three miles from home, going to work, having 
regained his usual health. 

All. these miracles. were performed among the people who believed the 
Gospel as preached by the Mormon Elders, yet not one, to my knowledge, 
has ever been baptized. But I feel that the testimony we bore them has 
sunk deep into the hearts of many, and it may be like bread cast upon the 
waters, and return after many ss daa 


THE DECLINE OF FRANCE. 


IN the. time of Louis XIV. France andoubtedly stood at the head of the 
whole civilized world, which: was then confined to Europe. The French 

were then a people of 20,000,000 souls, united, under one government, and 
more assimilated than any other nation. England at that time did not 
contain more than 6,000,000 inhabitants, Germany had no more than 
France, and Germany was split into about three hundred small states, 

Prussia had just become a kingdom, and did not have above 2,000,000 
souls. . Russia, then regarded as outside the pale of civilization, had about 
12,000,000; Italy had about as many, but was, like Germany, split into 
impotent little states. Spain counted 8,000,000 or 9,000,000 and Poland 


10, 000, O00 or 11,000,000. France undoubtedly led; she was not only the 


most populous, but also the richest and strongest. 

During the time of the great revolution the proportion was still about 
the same. France had 25,000,000 souls; Germany about as many, but 
Germany was still divided, and her strongest state, Prussia, did not have 
above 6,000,000 people. Great Britain and Ireland had 12,000,000. France, 
therefore, was still the strongest and best-united, and this is probably one 


of the main causes of Napoleon’s great victories. When the war with 


Germany began in 1870, Russia had become the strongest in numbers; she 
counted 78,000,000. But in the rest of Europe we were still ahead of all 
others. We had 38,000,000. Germany had nearly as many. Great Britain 
and Ireland had less than 30,000,000. Since 1870, however, a great change 
has taken place. France lost, with Alsace and Lorraine, 2,000,000, and 
our natural increase has been so slow that we have barely made good that 


loss. We have again 38,000,000, but are now the fifth only among the most 


numerous nations. Russia stands first, with 100,000,000; Germany follows, 
with 52,000,000; Great Britain and Ireland have nearly 40,000,000; Austria - 
Hungary has over 43,000,000. Italy follows France with 31,000,000. The 
importance of these figures will be understood if we remember that, while 
France has increased only 50 per cent. during the Jast 100 years, Great 
Britain has nearly quadrupled her population, Russia has tripled hers, 
while Germany has double the number she had before, although she has 
lost the German Austrians. Prussia alone has nearly five times as many 


people as in the time of Napoleon I. 


As if all these competitors were not enough, there is the United States 


with nearly 70,000,000, and Japan with 42,000,000. In the time of our 


grandfathers the civilized world belonged to from 80,000,000 to 100,000,000 
of people, and of these one quarter was of our own nationality. The 
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